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Prayer
We are Called to Faith
God Counts on Us
L: Only God creates
but we are called to enhance that 
creation.
Only God gives life
but we are called to cherish life

R: Only God makes to grow
but we are called to nourish that 
growth.
Only God gives faith
but we are called to be signs of 
God for each other

L: Only God gives love
but we are called to care for each 
other.
Only God gives hope
but we are called to give each 
other reason to hope.

L: Only God gives love
but we are called to care for each 
other.
Only God gives hope
but we are called to give each 
other reason to hope.



L: Only God brings happiness
but we are invited to be joyful.
Only God is the way
but we are called to show the 
way to others.

R: Only God is light
but we are called to make that 
light shine in the world.
Only God makes miracles 
happen
but we must offer our loaves 
and fishes.

All: 
Only God can do the 
impossible
But it’s up to us to do 
what is possible.
Amen.



If you brought  an electronic instrument, 
you may go to this link to follow the 

contents of the slides that follow in Fr. 
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Leadership and Church Law
Church leaders (Superiors) and Agency vs. Individuals: Acting on behalf 
of others

Acting in harmony with the expectations of the community, acting 
according to the law

Law as normative guideline to identify: an actor who accomplishes a goal 
by implementing a process producing results accepted by the community 
at all levels

Law … Persons … Procedures … Results: Transparency, Accountability



Church Law

Ecclesiastical Laws (can. 7-22)
Custom (can. 23-28)
General Decrees (issued by competent authority) and Instructions (clarifying 
laws) (can. 29-34)
Individual Administrative Acts
◦ Individual Decrees and Precepts (can. 48-58)
◦ Rescripts (can. 59-75)
◦ Privileges (can. 76-84)
◦ Dispensations (can. 85-93)

Statutes and Rules of Order (can. 94-95), Policies
Juridic Acts – legally capable person, constitutive elements, formalities and 
requisites (can. 124)



“Person” in the Church

How is a “person” defined in Church law?
◦ A “person” according to Church law is a “subject of duties and rights” (see: can.

96).
◦ There are two kinds of “persons” in Church law – “physical persons” (can. 96-112)

and “juridic persons” (can. 113-123).

◦ “Physical persons” are individual human beings who are incorporated into the
Church of Christ by baptism and are each constituted a person in it with the
duties and rights which are proper to Christians in keeping with their condition …
(can. 96).

◦ In the Church, besides physical persons, there are also juridic persons, that is,
subjects in canon law of obligations and rights which correspond to their nature.
(can. 113 §2).



“Juridic Person” in the Church
Can. 114 §1. Juridic persons are constituted either by the prescript of law or by
special grant of competent authority given through a decree. They are
aggregates of persons (universitates personarum) or of things (universitates
rerum) [e.g. goods and/or services] ordered for a purpose which is in keeping
with the mission of the Church and which transcends the purpose of the
individuals.

§2. The purposes mentioned in §1 are understood as those which pertain
to works of piety, of the apostolate, or of charity, whether spiritual or
temporal.

§3. The competent authority of the Church is not to confer juridic
personality except on those aggregates of persons (universitates personarum)
or things (universitates rerum) which pursue a truly useful purpose and, all
things considered, possess the means which are foreseen to be efficient to
achieve their designated purpose.



Public and Private
“Juridic Person” in the Church

Can. 116 §1. Public juridic persons are aggregates of persons (universitates
personarum) or of things (universitates rerum) which are constituted by
competent ecclesiastical authority so that, within the purposes set out for
them, they fulfill in the name of the Church, according to the norm of the
prescripts of the law, the proper function entrusted to them in view of the
public good; other juridic persons are private.

§2. Public juridic persons are given this personality either by the law itself or
by a special decree of competent authority expressly granting it. Private
juridic persons are given this personality only through a special decree of
competent authority expressly granting it.



More about “Juridic Person”
in the Church

Can. 117 No aggregate of persons (universitas personarum) or of things
(universitas rerum), intending to obtain juridic personality, is able to acquire
it unless competent authority has approved its statutes.

Can. 118 Representing a public juridic person and acting in its name are
those whose competence is acknowledged by universal or particular law or
by its own statutes. Representing a private juridic person are those whose
competence is granted by statute.”



Can. 119 With regard to collegial acts, unless the law or statutes provide
otherwise:

1° if it concerns elections, when the majority of those who must be
convoked are present, that which is approved by the absolute majority of
those present has the force of law; after two indecisive ballots, a vote is to
be taken on the two candidates who have obtained the greater number of
votes or, if there are several, on the two senior in age; after the third
ballot, if a tie remains, the one who is senior in age is considered elected;

2° if it concerns other affairs, when an absolute majority of those who
must be convoked are present, that which is approved by the absolute
majority of those present has the force of law; if after two ballots the
votes are equal, the one presiding can break the tie by his or her vote;

3° what touches all as individuals, however, must be approved by all.



Can. 120 §1. A juridic person is perpetual by its nature; nevertheless, it is
extinguished if it is legitimately suppressed by competent authority or has ceased to
act for a hundred years. A private juridic person, furthermore, is extinguished if the
association is dissolved according to the norm of its statutes or if, in the judgment
of competent authority, the foundation has ceased to exist according to the norm of
its statutes.

§2. If even one of the members of a collegial juridic person survives, and the
aggregate of persons (universitas personarum) has not ceased to exist according to
its statutes, that member has the exercise of all the rights of the aggregate
(universitas).

Can. 121 If aggregates of persons (universitates personarum) or of things
(universitates rerum), which are public juridic persons, are so joined that from them
one aggregate (universitas) is constituted which also possesses juridic personality,
this new juridic person obtains the goods and patrimonial rights proper to the prior
ones and assumes the obligations with which they were burdened. With regard to
the allocation of goods in particular and to the fulfillment of obligations, however,
the intention of the founders and donors as well as acquired rights must be
respected.



Can. 122 If an aggregate (universitas) which possesses public juridic
personality is so divided either that a part of it is united with another juridic
person or that a distinct public juridic person is erected from the separated
part, the ecclesiastical authority competent to make the division, having
observed before all else the intention of the founders and donors, the
acquired rights, and the approved statutes, must take care personally or
through an executor:

1° that common, divisible, patrimonial goods and rights as well as
debts and other obligations are divided among the juridic persons
concerned, with due proportion in equity and justice, after all the
circumstances and needs of each have been taken into account;

2° that the use and usufruct of common goods which are not
divisible accrue to each juridic person and that the obligations proper to
them are imposed upon each, in due proportion determined in equity and
justice.



Can. 123 Upon the extinction of a public juridic person, the
allocation of its goods, patrimonial rights, and obligations is
governed by law and its statutes; if these give no indication, they
go to the juridic person immediately superior, always without
prejudice to the intention of the founders and donors and
acquired rights. Upon the extinction of a private juridic person,
the allocation of its goods and obligations is governed by its
own statutes.



Examples of Juridic Persons

“The Catholic Church and the Apostolic See have the nature of a moral
person by divine law itself.” (can. 113 §1).
Can. 368 Particular churches, in which and from which the one and only
Catholic Church exists, are first of all dioceses, to which, unless it is
otherwise evident, are likened a territorial prelature and territorial abbacy,
an apostolic vicariate and an apostolic prefecture, and an apostolic
administration erected in a stable manner.
Can. 373 It is only for the supreme authority to erect particular churches;
those legitimately erected possess juridic personality by the law itself.
Can. 374 §1. Every diocese or other particular church is to be divided into
distinct parts or parishes.



More Examples of
Juridic Persons

Can. 515 §1. A parish is a certain community of the Christian faithful stably constituted in a
particular church, whose pastoral care is entrusted to a pastor (parochus) as its proper pastor
(pastor) under the authority of the diocesan bishop.
§3. A legitimately erected parish possesses juridic personality by the law itself.

Can. 301 §1. It is for the competent ecclesiastical authority alone to erect associations of the
Christian faithful which propose to hand on Christian doctrine in the name of the Church or
to promote public worship, or which intend other purposes whose pursuit is of its nature
reserved to the same ecclesiastical authority.
§2. Competent ecclesiastical authority, if it has judged it expedient, can also erect
associations of the Christian faithful to pursue directly or indirectly other spiritual purposes
whose accomplishment has not been sufficiently provided for through the initiatives of
private persons.
§3. Associations of the Christian faithful which are erected by competent ecclesiastical
authority are called public associations.



Seminaries, Shrines, 
Institutes of Consecrated Life

Can. 238 §1. Seminaries legitimately erected possess juridic personality in the
Church by the law itself.
Can. 1232 §1. The local ordinary is competent to approve the statutes of a diocesan
shrine; the conference of bishops for the statutes of a national shrine; the Holy See
alone for the statutes of an international shrine.
Can. 576 It is for the competent authority of the Church to interpret the evangelical
counsels, to direct their practice by laws, and by canonical approbation to establish
the stable forms of living deriving from them, and also, for its part, to take care that
the institutes grow and flourish according to the spirit of the founders and sound
traditions.
Can. 634 §1. As juridic persons by the law itself, institutes, provinces, and houses are
capable of acquiring, possessing, administering, and alienating temporal goods
unless this capacity is excluded or restricted in the constitutions.



Temporal Goods of the Church

Title I. The Acquisition Of Goods (Can. 1259 - 1272)

Title II. The Administration Of Goods (Can. 1273 - 1289)

Title III. Contracts And Especially Alienation (Can. 1290 - 1298)

Title IV. Pious Wills In General And Pious Foundations (Can. 
1299 - 1310)



Temporal Goods of the Church

What are “temporal goods of the Church”?
◦ Temporal Goods of the Church include “all goods which belong to the universal
Church, the Apostolic See, or other public juridic persons in the Church are
ecclesiastical goods and are governed by the following canons and their own
statutes”. (can. 1257 §1)

What does “Church” mean in this context”?
◦ In this context, “Church” “signifies not only the universal Church or the 
Apostolic See but also any public juridic person in the Church unless it is 
otherwise apparent from the context or the nature of the matter”. (can. 1258)

What is a “public juridic person” in the Church?



BOOK V. THE TEMPORAL GOODS OF THE CHURCH

Can. 1254 §1. To pursue its proper purposes, the Catholic Church by innate 
right is able to acquire, retain, administer, and alienate temporal goods 
independently from civil power.

§2. The proper purposes are principally: to order divine worship, to 
care for the decent support of the clergy and other ministers, and to 
exercise works of the sacred apostolate and of charity, especially toward the 
needy.
Can. 1255 The universal Church and the Apostolic See, the particular 
churches, as well as any other juridic person, public or private, are subjects 
capable of acquiring, retaining, administering, and alienating temporal 
goods according to the norm of law.
Can. 1256 Under the supreme authority of the Roman Pontiff, ownership of 
goods belongs to that juridic person which has acquired them legitimately.



Can. 1257 
§1. All temporal goods which belong to the universal Church, the 

Apostolic See, or other public juridic persons in the Church are 
ecclesiastical goods and are governed by the following canons and their 
own statutes.

§2. The temporal goods of a private juridic person are governed by 
its own statutes but not by these canons unless other provision is 
expressly made.

Can. 1258 In the following canons, the term Church signifies not only the 
universal Church or the Apostolic See but also any public juridic person in 
the Church unless it is otherwise apparent from the context or the nature 
of the matter.



TITLE I.
THE ACQUISITION OF GOODS (Can. 1259 - 1272)

Can. 1259 The Church can acquire temporal goods by every just means of 
natural or positive law permitted to others.

Can. 1260 The Church has an innate right to require from the Christian faithful 
those things which are necessary for the purposes proper to it.
Can. 1261 §1. The Christian faithful are free to give temporal goods for the 
benefit of the Church.

§2. The diocesan bishop is bound to admonish the faithful of the 
obligation mentioned in can. 222, §1 and in an appropriate manner to urge its 
observance.
Can. 1262 The faithful are to give support to the Church by responding to 
appeals and according to the norms issued by the conference of bishops.



Can. 1263 After the diocesan bishop has heard the finance council and the presbyteral 
council, he has the right to impose a moderate tax for the needs of the diocese upon public 
juridic persons subject to his governance; this tax is to be proportionate to their income. He 
is permitted only to impose an extraordinary and moderate exaction upon other physical 
and juridic persons in case of grave necessity and under the same conditions, without 
prejudice to particular laws and customs which attribute greater rights to him.

Can. 1264 Unless the law has provided otherwise, it is for a meeting of the bishops of a 
province:

1° to fix the fees for acts of executive power granting a favor or for the execution of 
rescripts of the Apostolic See, to be approved by the Apostolic See itself;

2° to set a limit on the offerings on the occasion of the administration of sacraments 
and sacramentals.
Can. 1265 §1. Without prejudice to the right of religious mendicants, any private person, 
whether physical or juridic, is forbidden to beg for alms for any pious or ecclesiastical 
institute or purpose without the written permission of that person’s own ordinary and of the 
local ordinary.

§2. The conference of bishops can establish norms for begging for alms which all 
must observe, including those who by their foundation are called and are mendicants.



Can. 1266 In all churches and oratories which are, in fact, habitually open 
to the Christian faithful, including those which belong to religious 
institutes, the local ordinary can order the taking up of a special collection 
for specific parochial, diocesan, national, or universal projects; this 
collection must be diligently sent afterwards to the diocesan curia.
Can. 1267 §1. Unless the contrary is established, offerings given to 
superiors or administrators of any ecclesiastical juridic person, even a 
private one, are presumed given to the juridic person itself.

§2. The offerings mentioned in §1 cannot be refused except for a 
just cause and, in matters of greater importance if it concerns a public 
juridic person, with the permission of the ordinary; the permission of the 
same ordinary is required to accept offerings burdened by a modal 
obligation or condition, without prejudice to the prescript of can. 1295.

§3. Offerings given by the faithful for a certain purpose can be 
applied only for that same purpose.



Can. 1268 The Church recognizes prescription as a means of acquiring 
temporal goods and freeing oneself from them, according to the norm of can. 
197-199.

Can. 1269 If sacred objects are privately owned, private persons can acquire 
them through prescription, but it is not permitted to employ them for profane 
uses unless they have lost their dedication or blessing; if they belong to a 
public ecclesiastical juridic person, however, only another public ecclesiastical 
juridic person can acquire them.

Can. 1270 If they belong to the Apostolic See, immovable property, precious 
movable objects, and personal or real rights and actions are prescribed by a 
period of a hundred years; if they belong to another public ecclesiastical 
juridic person, they are prescribed by a period of thirty years.



Can. 1271 By reason of the bond of unity and charity and according to 
the resources of their dioceses, bishops are to assist in procuring those 
means which the Apostolic See needs, according to the conditions of 
the times, so that it is able to offer service properly to the universal 
Church.

Can. 1272 In regions where benefices properly so called still exist, it is 
for the conference of bishops, through appropriate norms agreed to 
and approved by the Apostolic See, to direct the governance of such 
benefices in such a way that the income and even, insofar as possible, 
the endowment itself of the benefices are gradually transferred to the 
institute mentioned in can. 1274, §1.



TITLE II.
THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOODS (Can. 1273 - 1289)

Can. 1273 By virtue of his primacy of governance, the Roman Pontiff is the 
supreme administrator and steward of all ecclesiastical goods.

Can. 1274 §1. Each diocese is to have a special institute which is to collect 
goods or offerings for the purpose of providing, according to the norm of can. 
281, for the support of clerics who offer service for the benefit of the diocese, 
unless provision is made for them in another way.

§2. Where social provision for the benefit of clergy has not yet been 
suitably arranged, the conference of bishops is to take care that there is an 
institute which provides sufficiently for the social security of clerics.



§3. Insofar as necessary, each diocese is to establish a common fund 
through which bishops are able to satisfy obligations towards other 
persons who serve the Church and meet the various needs of the 
diocese and through which the richer dioceses can also assist the 
poorer ones.

§4. According to different local circumstances, the purposes 
mentioned in §§2 and 3 can be obtained more suitably through a 
federation of diocesan institutes, through a cooperative endeavor, or 
even through an appropriate association established for various 
dioceses or for the entire territory of the conference of bishops.

§5. If possible, these institutes are to be established in such a way 
that they also have recognition in civil law.



Can. 1275 An aggregate of goods which come from different dioceses is 
administered according to the norms appropriately agreed upon by the 
bishops concerned.

Can. 1276 §1. It is for the ordinary to exercise careful vigilance over the 
administration of all the goods which belong to public juridic persons 
subject to him, without prejudice to legitimate titles which attribute 
more significant rights to him.

§2. With due regard for rights, legitimate customs, and 
circumstances, ordinaries are to take care of the ordering of the entire 
matter of the administration of ecclesiastical goods by issuing special 
instructions within the limits of universal and particular law.



Can. 1277 The diocesan bishop must hear the finance council and college of 
consultors to place acts of administration which are more important in light 
of the economic condition of the diocese. In addition to the cases specially 
expressed in universal law or the charter of a foundation, however, he needs 
the consent of the finance council and of the college of consultors to place 
acts of extraordinary administration. It is for the conference of bishops to 
define which acts are to be considered of extraordinary administration.

Can. 1278 In addition to the functions mentioned in can. 494, §§3 and 4, the 
diocesan bishop can entrust to the finance officer the functions mentioned in 
can. 1276, §1 and 1279, §2.



Can. 1279 §1. The administration of ecclesiastical goods pertains to the one 
who immediately governs the person to which the goods belong unless 
particular law, statutes, or legitimate custom determine otherwise and 
without prejudice to the right of the ordinary to intervene in case of 
negligence by an administrator.

§2. In the administration of the goods of a public juridic person which 
does not have its own administrators by law, the charter of the foundation, 
or its own statutes, the ordinary to whom it is subject is to appoint suitable 
persons for three years; the same persons can be reappointed by the 
ordinary.

Can. 1280 Each juridic person is to have its own finance council or at least 
two counselors who, according to the norm of the statutes, are to assist the 
administrator in fulfilling his or her function.



Can. 1281 §1. Without prejudice to the prescripts of the statutes, administrators 
invalidly place acts which exceed the limits and manner of ordinary administration 
unless they have first obtained a written faculty from the ordinary.

§2. The statutes are to define the acts which exceed the limit and manner of 
ordinary administration; if the statutes are silent in this regard, however, the diocesan 
bishop is competent to determine such acts for the persons subject to him, after 
having heard the finance council.

§3. Unless and to the extent that it is to its own advantage, a juridic person is 
not bound to answer for acts invalidly placed by its administrators. A juridic person 
itself, however, will answer for acts illegitimately but validly placed by its 
administrators, without prejudice to its right of action or recourse against the 
administrators who have damaged it.
Can. 1282 All clerics or lay persons who take part in the administration of 
ecclesiastical goods by a legitimate title are bound to fulfill their functions in the 
name of the Church according to the norm of law.



Can. 1283 Before administrators begin their function:

1 ° they must take an oath before the ordinary or his delegate that they 
will administer well and faithfully;

2 ° they are to prepare and sign an accurate and clear inventory of 
immovable property, movable objects, whether precious or of some 
cultural value, or other goods, with their description and appraisal; any 
inventory already done is to be reviewed;

3 ° one copy of this inventory is to be preserved in the archive of the 
administration and another in the archive of the curia; any change which 
the patrimony happens to undergo is to be noted in each copy.



Can. 1284 §1. All administrators are bound to fulfill their function with 
the diligence of a good householder.

§2. Consequently they must:
1 ° exercise vigilance so that the goods entrusted to their care are 

in no way lost or damaged, taking out insurance policies for this 
purpose insofar as necessary;

2 ° take care that the ownership of ecclesiastical goods is 
protected by civilly valid methods;

3 ° observe the prescripts of both canon and civil law or those 
imposed by a founder, a donor, or legitimate authority, and especially 
be on guard so that no damage comes to the Church from the non-
observance of civil laws;

4 ° collect the return of goods and the income accurately and on 
time, protect what is collected, and use them according to the intention 
of the founder or legitimate norms;



5 ° pay at the stated time the interest due on a loan or mortgage and take 
care that the capital debt itself is repaid in a timely manner;

6 ° with the consent of the ordinary, invest the money which is left over after 
expenses and can be usefully set aside for the purposes of the juridic person;

7 ° keep well organized books of receipts and expenditures;

8 ° draw up a report of the administration at the end of each year;

9 ° organize correctly and protect in a suitable and proper archive the 
documents and records on which the property rights of the Church or the 
institute are based, and deposit authentic copies of them in the archive of the 
curia when it can be done conveniently.

§3. It is strongly recommended that administrators prepare budgets of 
incomes and expenditures each year; it is left to particular law, however, to 
require them and to determine more precisely the ways in which they are to be 
presented.



Can. 1285 Within the limits of ordinary administration only, administrators 
are permitted to make donations for purposes of piety or Christian charity 
from movable goods which do not belong to the stable patrimony.

Can. 1286 Administrators of goods:

1 ° in the employment of workers are to observe meticulously also 
the civil laws concerning labor and social policy, according to the 
principles handed on by the Church;

2 ° are to pay a just and decent wage to employees so that they are 
able to provide fittingly for their own needs and those of their 
dependents.



Can. 1287 §1. Both clerical and lay administrators of any ecclesiastical goods 
whatever which have not been legitimately exempted from the power of 
governance of the diocesan bishop are bound by their office to present an 
annual report to the local ordinary who is to present it for examination by the 
finance council; any contrary custom is reprobated.

§2. According to norms to be determined by particular law, administrators 
are to render an account to the faithful concerning the goods offered by the 
faithful to the Church.

Can. 1288 Administrators are neither to initiate nor to contest litigation in a 
civil forum in the name of a public juridic person unless they have obtained 
the written permission of their own ordinary.

Can. 1289 Even if not bound to administration by the title of an ecclesiastical 
office, administrators cannot relinquish their function on their own initiative; if 
the Church is harmed from an arbitrary withdrawal, moreover, they are bound 
to restitution.



TITLE III.
CONTRACTS AND ESPECIALLY ALIENATION 

(Can. 1290 - 1298)

Can. 1290 The general and particular provisions which the civil law in a 
territory has established for contracts and their disposition are to be 
observed with the same effects in canon law insofar as the matters are 
subject to the power of governance of the Church unless the provisions are 
contrary to divine law or canon law provides otherwise, and without 
prejudice to the prescript of can. 1547.

Can. 1291 The permission of the authority competent according to the norm 
of law is required for the valid alienation of goods which constitute by 
legitimate designation the stable patrimony of a public juridic person and 
whose value exceeds the sum defined by law.



Can. 1292 §1. Without prejudice to the prescript of can. 638, §3, when the value of the goods
whose alienation is proposed falls within the minimum and maximum amounts to be defined
by the conference of bishops for its own region, the competent authority is determined by
the statutes of juridic persons if they are not subject to the diocesan bishop; otherwise, the
competent authority is the diocesan bishop with the consent of the finance council, the
college of consultors, and those concerned. The diocesan bishop himself also needs their
consent to alienate the goods of the diocese.

§2. The permission of the Holy See is also required for the valid alienation of goods
whose value exceeds the maximum amount, goods given to the Church by vow, or goods
precious for artistic or historical reasons.

§3. If the asset to be alienated is divisible, the parts already alienated must be mentioned
when seeking permission for the alienation; otherwise the permission is invalid.

§4. Those who by advice or consent must take part in alienating goods are not to offer
advice or consent unless they have first been thoroughly informed both of the economic
state of the juridic person whose goods are proposed for alienation and of previous
alienations.



Can. 1293 §1. The alienation of goods whose value exceeds the defined
minimum amount also requires the following:

1 ° a just cause, such as urgent necessity, evident advantage, piety,
charity, or some other grave pastoral reason;

2 ° a written appraisal by experts of the asset to be alienated.

§2. Other precautions prescribed by legitimate authority are also to
be observed to avoid harm to the Church.



Can. 1294 §1. An asset ordinarily must not be alienated for a price less than
that indicated in the appraisal.

§2. The money received from the alienation is either to be invested
carefully for the advantage of the Church or to be expended prudently
according to the purposes of the alienation.

Can. 1295 The requirements of can. 1291-1294, to which the statutes of
juridic persons must also conform, must be observed not only in alienation
but also in any transaction which can worsen the patrimonial condition of a
juridic person.



Can. 1296 Whenever ecclesiastical goods have been alienated without the
required canonical formalities but the alienation is valid civilly, it is for the
competent authority, after having considered everything thoroughly, to
decide whether and what type of action, namely, personal or real, is to be
instituted by whom and against whom in order to vindicate the rights of
the Church.

Can. 1297 Attentive to local circumstances, it is for the conference of
bishops to establish norms for the leasing of Church goods, especially
regarding the permission to be obtained from competent ecclesiastical
authority.

Can. 1298 Unless an asset is of little value, ecclesiastical goods are not to be
sold or leased to the administrators of these goods or to their relatives up
to the fourth degree of consanguinity or affinity without the special written
permission of competent authority.



PART III. 
INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND 

SOCIETIES OF APOSTOLIC LIFE

SECTION I: INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE 
TITLE I:

NORMS COMMON TO ALL INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE (Can. 573 - 606)
TITLE II. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTES (Can. 607 - 709) 

CHAPTER I. RELIGIOUS HOUSES AND THEIR ERECTION AND SUPPRESSION
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Art. 3.
TEMPORAL GOODS AND THEIR ADMINISTRATION

Can. 634 §1. As juridic persons by the law itself, institutes, provinces, and
houses are capable of acquiring, possessing, administering, and alienating
temporal goods unless this capacity is excluded or restricted in the
constitutions.

§2. Nevertheless, they are to avoid any appearance of excess, 
immoderate wealth, and accumulation of goods.

Can. 635 §1. Since the temporal goods of religious institutes are 
ecclesiastical, they are governed by the prescripts of Book V, The Temporal 
Goods of the Church, unless other provision is expressly made.

§2. Nevertheless, each institute is to establish suitable norms 
concerning the use and administration of goods, by which the poverty 
proper to it is to be fostered, protected, and expressed.



Can. 636 §1. In each institute and likewise in each province which is
governed by a major superior, there is to be a Finance officer, distinct from
the major superior and constituted according to the norm of proper law,
who is to manage the administration of goods under the direction of the
respective superior. Insofar as possible, a Finance officer distinct from the
local superior is to be designated even in local communities.

§2. At the time and in the manner established by proper law, Finance
officers and other administrators are to render an account of their
administration to the competent authority.

Can. 637 The autonomous monasteries mentioned in can. 615 must render
an account of their administration to the local ordinary once a year.
Moreover, the local ordinary has the right to be informed about the
Financial reports of a religious house of diocesan right.



Can. 638 §1. Within the scope of universal law, it belongs to proper law to
determine acts which exceed the limit and manner of ordinary administration
and to establish what is necessary to place an act of extraordinary
administration validly.

§2. In addition to superiors, the officials who are designated for this in
proper law also validly incur expenses and perform juridic acts of ordinary
administration within the limits of their function.

§3. For the validity of alienation and of any other affair in which the
patrimonial condition of a juridic person can worsen, the written permission
of the competent superior with the consent of the council is required.

Nevertheless, if it concerns an affair which exceeds the amount defined
by the Holy See for each region, or things given to the Church by vow, or
things precious for artistic or historical reasons, the permission of the Holy
See itself is also required.

§4. For the autonomous monasteries mentioned in can. 615 and for
institutes of diocesan right, it is also necessary to have the written consent of
the local ordinary.



Can. 639 §1. If a juridic person has contracted debts and obligations even
with the permission of the superiors, it is bound to answer for them.
§2. If a member has entered into a contract concerning his or her own

goods with the permission of the superior, the member must answer for it,
but if the business of the institute was conducted by mandate of the superior,
the institute must answer.
§3. If a religious has entered into a contract without any permission of

superiors, he or she must answer, but not the juridic person.
§4. It is a fixed rule, however, that an action can always be brought against

one who has profited from the contract entered into.
§5. Religious superiors are to take care that they do not permit debts to

be contracted unless it is certain that the interest on the debt can be paid off
from ordinary income and that the capital sum can be paid off through
legitimate amortization within a period that is not too long.



Can. 640 Taking into account local conditions, institutes are to
strive to give, as it were, a collective witness of charity and
poverty and are to contribute according to their ability
something from their own goods to provide for the needs of the
Church and the support of the poor.


