What and Who is a
Catechist

The whole Christian community is
responsible for the ministry of
catechesis. ..

A Catechists is a Christian who receives
a particular calling from God that, when
accepted in faith, empowers them for
the service of the transmission of faith
and for the task of initiating others in
the Christian life.

By the virtue of faith and baptismal
anointing, in collaboration with the
Magisterium of Christ and as a servant
of the action of the Holy Spirit, the
catechists is:

e A witness of faith and keeper of the
memory of God

® A teacher and a mystagogue

® Anaccompanier and educator of
those who are entrusted to them by
the Church.
Directory for Catechesis 2020 # 111-113

® The Office of Religious Education
provides formation for the
certification of catechists in
accordance with the guidelines
established by the California
Catholic Conference of Bishops.
CA Guidelines.pdf

On the lips of the catechist the first proclamation
must ring out over and over: “Jesus Christ loves
you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is

living at your side every day to enlighten,
strengthen and free you.”

Pope Francis EG # 164

Flor de Maria Luna

Coordinator of Faith Formation

Office of Religious Education
3424 Wilshire Blvd, 4th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90010

Phone: 213-637-7654

Fax: 213-637-6574
fluna@la-archdiocese.org

For more information

Visit us on the Web

www.lacatholics.org

Artchdiocesan Departments—ORE - Certification

For more information about becoming a certified catechist,
contact your Parish Director or Coordinator of Religious
Education.

Your Parish Coordinator may also contact their Regional
Coordinator to be guided or informed for opportunities at
their Region.

Our Lady of the Angels Region: David Lara
(310) 216 9587 § dlara@olapr.org

San Fernando Region Dana Couso
213-804-3822 § dcouso@sfpr.org

San Gabriel Region: Damaris Molina-Morales
(626) 960 9344 § DMMorales@sgpr.org

San Pedro Region: Terri Palmer
(562) 630 6272 § tannepalmer@sppr.org

Santa Barbara Region: Juan Pablo Garcia
(805) 822-9040 § juan.pablo@sbpr.org

Catechist Formation

Ministry
Office of
Religious Education

Archdiocese of Los Angeles

BECOME A
CERTIFIED
CATECHIST
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www.lacatholics.org
Departments/Office of Religious Education/
Catechist Certification


https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CA-Guidelines-Catechist-Certificate-and-the-CA-Master-Catechist-Certificate.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/mfc/

WHAT IS BASIC
CERTIFICATION?

Basic Certification is a process
through which a person gains the
basic knowledge and skills to
communicate effectively the basic
Christian message.

The bishops of the California
Catholic Conference have
established criteria to promote and
standardize the competence of
catechetical programs. The Ministry
Formation Program offered
throughout the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles implements these
guidelines of the California
bishops. It is called “formation”, for
its object is not primarily to
develop skills, but to assist the
person to grow and develop as a
proclaimer of the message of Jesus
Christ through his Church.

The Catechist Certificate is
recognized by all dioceses in the
state of California.

The bishop shares his
X teaching ministry with
those whom he formally commissions as cate-
chists, calling them to service of the word as
proclaimers of the message of Jesus Christ
through his Church.

HOW TO OBTAIN CATECHIST CERTIFICATION

ONE MISSION ONE FAITH—OMOF—THEOLOGY PHASE |

One Mission One Faith is a basic ministry
formation process for anyone who serves in the life
of the Church. The goal of One Mission One

Faith is growth as a missionary disciple of Jesus
Christ and formation as a parish minister through
an accompaniment model. Participants will ground
their ministry in a deeper understanding and
intentional living of their Catholic faith.

VISION AND SKILLS FOR FAITH FORMATION PHASE I

Vision and Skills for Faith Formation (formerly
known as Specializations) is offered in a 7-week
training opportunity that equips faith formation
leaders with the knowledge and skills to be
witnesses to the faith and accompany adults,
families, children, youth, and young adults in their
journey of missionary discipleship

PRACTICUM PHASE Ili

Once the two first phases have been completed the
catechist needs to:
= Do two observations to experience and be
enriched by other certified catechists.
= Beevaluated by a certified catechist.
= Berecommended by Pastor, Parish
Catechetical Leader or master catechist.

For more information and to
register visit our Website by
scanning this QR with your smart
phone camera.

Who can take this Formation?

The Catholic Church is a tapestry of many peo-
ples and cultures with a common thread joining
us as one: one mission to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and one Catholic faith to be believed,
celebrated, and lived. One Mission One

Faith and Vision and Skills for Faith Formation
are s basic ministry formation processes for any-
one who serves in the life of the church .

Their goal is growth as a missionary disciple of
Jesus Christ and formation as a parish minister.
Participants will ground their ministry in a deep-
er understanding and intentional living of their
Catholic Faith.

Ongoing Formation

The re-certification process enables catechists to
renew their certification status after the initial
three-year period. Thirty (30) hours of on going
faith formation at different levels of education
during those three years is required for re-
certification.

These hours are accumulated by attending work-
shops, seminars, and/or courses related to the
required fields given at the time of certification.

It is the responsibility of the catechist to record
hours on a Recertification Form and submit it to the
Office of Religious Education. A catechist is re-
certified for a three-year period when the Office
of Religious Education has received notice of the
required number of hours.

Visit our website for re-certification

forms.
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Faith is a lifelong journey!



