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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Metropolitan Tribunal
 3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA  90010-2241 
Tel.:  (213) 637-7361

(213) 637-7888
Fax:  (213) 637-6178 

PETITION FOR DISPENSATION FROM CANONICAL FORM 

Catholic Party Other Party

Name:  Name:  

Address:  Address:  

Telephone: ( ) Telephone: ( ) 

Religion:  
Parish of Baptism:

Institution: 

Address:  Address:  

Telephone: ( ) Rite:  

WEDDING INFORMATION 

Date of Wedding: Place of Wedding: 

Address:  

Diocese:  Name & Denomination of Officiant:  

Name of any Catholic Priest to attend:  

Telephone (of Catholic Priest to attend): ( ) 

Most Reverend Archbishop: 
The Catholic party named above hereby petitions for a Dispensation from the Canonical Form of Marriage (can. 1127, §2).  
This dispensation is requested for the following serious reason(s): 

Special friendship with the officiant ٱ
 To obtain parental agreement to the marriage ٱ

 Close ٱ To achieve family harmony and avoid alienation ٱ
family connection with the particular Church
 :Other ٱ 

Signature of Priest/Deacon/Parish Minister Parish 

Print Name of Pastor/Parochial Vicar Address 

Date  Telephone  City/Zip 

In accordance with Canon 1127, §2, I hereby grant the requested Dispensation from Canonical Form, servatis de iure servandis. 

By:   Date:  
Archbishop of Los Angeles/Vicar/Delegate 

For Tribunal Only
Case Name: __________________________ 
Prot. No.:  ___________________________

Signature of Pastor (Required if the Submitting Minister is not a priest.) Date 



Revised February 2019 

INSTRUCTIONS & GUIDELINES FOR PROCESSING DISPENSATIONS FROM 
CANONICAL FORM 

Archdiocesan policy regarding dispensation from canonical form is based on (a) the prescriptions of Canon 1127, 
§2, (b) complementary legislation by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, (c) the Archdiocesan Guidelines
for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, nn. 95-96, published in May 1988, and (d) the Archdiocese Guidelines of 
May 8, 1998.  Please refer to these sources and, in case of doubt, consult with the Tribunal. 

1. The diocesan bishop or other local ordinary is not to dispense from canonical form for a marriage between two
Catholics, except in danger of death (can. 1079, §1).

2. It is the local ordinary of the Catholic party who has the authority to dispense from the canonical form.  If the Catholic
party resides outside of the Archdiocese (even if the wedding is to take place within the Archdiocese), it is the bishop
of the diocese in which the Catholic party resides who must be petitioned for the dispensation.

3. If the location of the proposed wedding is outside of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, the ordinary of that place must be 
consulted (can. 1127, §2) and the regulations of that diocese respected.  The Tribunal will make the necessary 
consultation.

4. Even when “serious difficulties” (can. 1127, §2) pose an obstacle to the observance of canonical form and warrant the
granting of a dispensation from form, the requirements of canon 1125 for mixed marriages or disparity of worship
marriages still apply.  Consequently, a petition for a dispensation from form should be accompanied by either:

a. the properly signed petition for a dispensation from disparity of worship, or

b. the properly signed grant of permission for mixed marriage.

5. “For Latin Catholics to be married in a parish church other than the proper parish of the Catholic party , permission is 
required from (1) the pastor of that parish where the ceremony is desired, and (2) the pastor of the parish in which the 
Catholic party is domiciled (canon 1115).”  [Policies Concerning the Place of Weddings, pg. 3-V]

6. After the dispensation is granted, all documents related to the marriage should be forwarded to the parish of the
Catholic party.

7. If the Catholic priest or deacon attends and participates in the wedding when a dispensation from the canonical form
has been granted, he may not in any way ask for the consent of the parties or receive their vows, either individually or
jointly with the other minister.  He likewise may not perform a combined inter-ritual service with the officiating
minister or a separate liturgical service (can. 1127, §3).  The participation of a priest or deacon in a wedding held with a
dispensation from canonical form is governed by the Archdiocesan Guidelines for Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs, number 96.

8. It is the responsibility of the priest, deacon or other pastoral minister who Petitions for the dispensation from 
canonical form to see that the marriage is recorded in the parish of the Catholic party and in the parish of his/her 
baptism.  A “Marriage Notification Form” will be returned with the rescript granting the dispensation.

a. If another priest or deacon is to attend the wedding, the submitting priest, deacon or pastoral minister is to
send the “Marriage Notification Form” to him for completion and transmittal to the parish of the Catholic
party, the name and address of which is to be supplied on the form.

b. If no priest or deacon is to attend the wedding, the submitting priest, deacon or pastoral minister is to send the
“Marriage Notification Form” to the minister or rabbi who officiates, requesting that he or she forward it to
the parish of the Catholic party, supplying the name and address of the place of marriage in the appropriate
place on the form.

9. Upon receiving the “Marriage Notification Form” and recording the marriage, the pastor of the Catholic party is asked 
to notify the parish of baptism regarding the marriage (with notice of dispensations/permissions granted).  He is to 
return a copy of the “Marriage Notification Form” to the Tribunal.
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