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Car Seat Safety
By Catlin Bootsma

 
One of the first things parents do for newborn babies is
install a car seat to make sure the baby fits and is secured
properly before taking them home from the hospital. As the
months and years pass, however, it can be a great practice
to be double check that the children in your care still have
the safest car seat arrangement possible per their age,
height, weight and the particular dimensions and
capabilities of your actual vehicle.

 
Here's a few questions to answer for each child:

Does the child have the right kind of car seat?
 

Infant seat. Car seat. Convertible car seat. Booster. Seat belt. There are many different options for the safest
choice per the weight and height of the child within your vehicle. The Department of Transportation has an easy
tool to enter in your child's measurements to figure out which one is the right fit-check it out here.

 
Is it installed correctly?

 
It is important that a car seat is set up in your car correctly. You can go to a car seat checkup event or do it
yourself. Whether you are using a latch system, lower anchors or the seatbelt, ensuring that the car seat is secure
and that it doesn't move more than an inch in any direction from the belt path is essential. Find more installment
tips here.
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Is it fitted for my child?

As a child grows, caregivers should be sure that seat belts still fit them properly and that the car seat is adjusted
to the appropriate height for the child. This includes weather safety, such as being sure that kids aren't wearing
bulky coats in car seats that can jeopardize their safety. This can sometimes be tricky in the Winter, but a nice
cozy blanket will help them stay warm.

Car seats help keep kids safe! Incorporating a car seat check regularly is an easy way to minimize risk and help
keep kids as safe as possible while in the car.

This article is the copyrighted property of National Catholic Services, LLC. All rights reserved. To provide constructive feedback, or
request permission to redistribute, please communicate with: editor@virtus.org

This article is not part of your continuing training. To access your required bulletins you must log in using the
form in the upper left-hand corner of the screen. Then go to the TRAINING tab.

What is Your Opinion?
Do you find car seats difficult to install?

 No, they're easy!
 It depends on which one
 Yes!
 I've never had to install a car seat.

Submit Vote!

LOGIN FOR EXISTING ACCOUNTS

User ID: adrimarq  

Password: •••••••••  Sign In  Need login information?

I NEED LOGIN HELP FIRST-TIME REGISTRANT ESPAÑOL: ACCESO O INSCRIPCIÓN STOPit!
Partnership

 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/forgot_password.cfm
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/forgot_password.cfm
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_0.cfm?theme=0
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/espaniol.cfm?theme=0
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/stopit_partnership.cfm


1/18/22, 2:47 PM VIRTUS® Online

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/free_article.cfm?free_articles_id=1651 3/3


