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APPENDIX C: 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION DOCUMENTS 

 
COMMONLY USED DOCUMENTS: 

 

1. PRENUPTIAL INQUIRY 
 

Request From: Office of Marriage & Family Life 
 
Filed With: Parish Marriage Records 
 
Description: 
 
The completion of the Prenuptial inquiry is required to 
establish freedom to marry and identify any impediments to the 
proposed marriage (canons 1066-1067), as well as to assure the 
Church that the bride and groom freely wish to marry one another 
at this time. It also explores the engaged couple’s understanding of 
the Catholic teaching on marriage. The Bride & Groom must be 
interviewed separately be the priest or deacon. The priest or deacon 
is required to pose and write the answers to the following questions. 
This is a confidential Church document and should be kept in a 
second file with other such documents. 
 

Available from the Office of Marriage &Family Life:  
                              (213) 637-7228 
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2. PRENUPTIAL WITNESS AFFIDAVIT 
(LETTERS OF FREEDOM) 

 
 

Request From: Office of Marriage & Family Life 
 
Filed With: Parish Marriage Records 
 
Description:  
 
Prenuptial Witness Affidavit is used to: (1) verify freedom to marry; (2) investigate the attitude or 
both parents when a party is under 21 years of age; (3) investigate stability of the proposed marriage 
when either party is under 18 years of age; and (4) assist in proving baptism, when certificate is 
unavailable.  (Parental testimony is always preferred and should only be omitted for grave 
reasons.) 

Form Available Online (English & Spanish):  
 

https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/English-PNWA-Pre-Nuptal-Witness-Affidavit-3-22-
21.pdf 
 

https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/FINAL-DECLARACIO%CC%81N-PRE-
MATRIMONIAL-DE-TESTIGOS-REVISADO-3-22-21.pdf  



 

 
3. BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE  

(WITH SACRAMENTAL NOTATIONS) 
 

Request From: Obtained by Engaged Couple From Parish of Baptism 
 
Filed With: Parish Marriage Records 
 
Description: 
 
A Catholic Baptismal Certificate is needed to verity the fact of baptism and to facilitate the post-martial 
registration and notifications required by canon law (Canon 1121-1122). In reviewing the baptismal certificate, 
look carefully to determine whether the person was baptized in the “Roman/Latin Church. “If the certificate reveals 
that the person was baptized in a different Catholic ritual tradition (e.g. Byzantine Catholic, Maronite, etc.) it is possible 
the Latin Catholic priest/deacon may not have jurisdiction to validly witness the vows without special authorization.  
A recent certificate with complete marginal notations (i.e., one issued in the last six months) is required.  The reason 
the certificate must be current is that the marginal notations may reveal an impediment due to a prior valid 
bond, sacred orders or religious profession (Canons 1085, 1087, and 1088). 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

4. CONFIRMATION CERTIFICATE  
 
 

Request From: Obtained by Engaged Couple from Parish 
of Confirmation 
 
Filed With: Parish Marriage Records 

 
Description: 
 
If either of the parties is not confirmed and the 
Confirmation can be completed without serious 
inconvenience it is preferred, but not required.   
(See canon 1065) The parish issuing the current  
Baptismal Certificate should include the notations  
for First Eucharis and Confirmation.  If this is  
done there is no need to secure separate copy of the  
Certificate of Confirmation. 

 
(Available from the Parish of Confirmation) 

 
 
 

 

 
ADDITIONAL PERMISSIONS AND 
DISPENSATIONS 

 
5. PERMISSION FOR A  

MIXED MARRIAGE 
 

Request From: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Granted By: Priest 
 
Filed With: Parish Marriage Records 

 
Description: 
 
Permission for a Mixed Marriage is used when permission is 
needed for a Baptized Catholic to marry a person baptized in 
another Christian faith. The form contains a statement by the 
Catholic party that he/she understands the expectations of the 
Church regarding continued practice of the faith and handing 
on the faith to the children of the marriage.  The form also 
contains a statement by the other party that he/she is aware of 
the Catholic’s obligations. 
 
Form Available On-line:  

 
(English) https://lacatholics.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Permission-for-Mixed-
Marriage-English.pdf  
 
(Spanish) https://lacatholics.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Permiso-de-Matrimonio-
Mixto-Espan%CC%83ol.pdf 



 

6. PETITION FOR DISPENSATION FROM 
DISPARITY OF WORSHIP 

 
 

Request From: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Return To:  Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Filed With: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services Parish Marriage Records 

 
Description: 
 
A  Petition for Dispensation from Disparity of Worship is used to request authorization for a Catholic 
to marry a non-baptized person.  It is also used when a Catholic marries a doubtfully baptized person, 
either because the fact of the baptism is doubtful or the validity of the baptism is in doubt. 
 
The form contains a statement by the Catholic party this he/she understands the expectations of the Church 
regarding continued practice of the faith and handing on the faith to the children of the marriage.  The 
form also contains a statement by the other party that he/she is aware of the Catholic’s obligations. 
 
Form Available Online (English & Spanish):  
 
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Disparity-of-Worship-Dispens-English.pdf  
 
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Disparity-of-Worship-Dispens-Spanish.pdf  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

7. PETITION FOR  
DISPENSATION FROM CANONICAL FORM 

 
Request From: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Filed With: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services  
 
Description: 
 
A Petition for Dispensation from Canonical Form is used when a Catholic wishes to marry someone of 
another religious tradition in their place of worship and before the authorized minister of that religion (e.g., 
Catholic to Jew). 
 
Please follow the instructions contained with granted dispensation for recording the marriage.  A priest or 
deacon may be present at the ceremony within the Ecumenical Guidelines of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. 
 
Forms Available Online (English & Spanish):  
 
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Canonical-Form-Dispens-English-Form.pdf  
 
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Dispensa-de-Forma-Cano%CC%81nica-
Espan%CC%83ol.pdf  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 



 

 
8. REQUEST FOR TESTIMONIAL LETTERS 

(NIHIL OBSTAT) 
 
TRANSMISSION OF DOCUMENTS AND CONFIDENTIALITY FORMS: 

 
Request From: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Return To:  Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Filed With: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services  

 
Description: 
 
Request for Testimonial Letters is used when the priest or deacon is mailing Premarital Documents to 
anther diocese where the wedding will take place. The documents are reviewed and sealed by the Vicar 
for Canonical Services, forwarded to the Chancery of other Diocese, and from there delivered to the parish 
where the marriage will take place. The procedure assures the authenticity of the documents from Diocese 
to Diocese and their acceptance at the parish. (Refer to the Testimonial Letters-Explanation) 
 

If you have any questions specifically concerning Canonical Concerns/Dispensations, please contact  
Canonical Services at (213) 637-7888. 

 
Form Available Online (English & Spanish): 
  
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Testimonial-Letters-or-Nihil-Obstat-English.pdf  
 
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Cartas-Testimoniales-o-Nihil-Obstat-
Espan%CC%83ol.pdf  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
9. PETITION FOR A LACK OF FORM CASE 

 
TRANSMISSION OF DOCUMENTS AND CONFIDENTIALITY FORMS 

 
Request From: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Return To:  Office of Vicar for Canonical Services 
 
Filed With: Office of Vicar for Canonical Services  

 
Description: 
 
Petition for a Lack of Form is used for determining if a prior bond exists or if a marriage lacked canonical 
form, a documentary process is used to clarify the marital situation. The documents are reviewed and 
sealed by the Vicar for Canonical Services, forwarded to the Chancery of other Diocese, and from there 
delivered to the parish where the marriage will take place. The procedure assures the authenticity of the 
documents from Diocese to Diocese and their acceptance at the parish.  
 
If you have any questions specifically concerning Canonical Concerns/Dispensations, please contact 
Canonical  
Services at (213) 637-7888. 
 

Form Available Online (English & Spanish):  
  https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Lack-of-Form-Petition-12-10-2019.pdf  
  
  https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Falta-de-Forma-Cano%CC%81nica-
Espan%CC%83ol.pdf  
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

MARRIAGE LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
 

https://www.lavote.net/home/county-clerk/marriage-licenses-ceremonies/apply-for-a-marriage-license/apply  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VENTURA COUNTY 
 

https://recorder.countyofventura.org/county-clerk/county-clerk/marriage-information/marriage-license/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
 

http://www.sbcvote.com/ClerkRecorder/marriagelicenses.aspx  
 

 
 
 

 
 


