Student Activity

Everyday Heroes
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Goal: To help students see how the ‘saint-like’ actions of people in our lives makes them superheroes,
enabling them to stand up for justice and care for those who cannot care for themselves.

Material: Crayons, markers, white sheets of paper or newsprint, pencils.

Instructions: Share the life story of St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio with your students, and how his
actions were heroic, defending the Catholic faith against those who wanted to abolish it. Then share with
them how the actions of everyday people can also be heroic in the things they do. Have them think of a
person in their lives whom they always see helping others; it can be an adult or one of their peers. Ask
them to draw a picture of this person and write some of the heroic qualities that this person has. You can
use the template at the bottom right corner for the students as they draw their everyday hero portrait.

When we think of superheroes we think of characters that are brave and fight for justice. Most of us know
superheroes from movies or from comic books or cartoons. However, in our faith we also have heroes who
dedicated their lives to fighting for justice; the Saints. Saint Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio was one of these
heroes. He lived in Mexico during a time when the country was at war, and laws were passed making the
practice of the Catholic religion a crime. The Cristeros War, as it was called, surged when a group of
fervent Catholics stood up to defend the faith against the government.

Jose was still very young to actually join the fight because he was only 14 years old. However, being raised
in a Catholic home allowed his faith to be deeply rooted in him, as well as in his family and those in his
community. When they saw how those who belonged to the church were being mistreated, they were
ready to defend it even if that meant losing their lives. Jose’s two older brothers joined the Cristero army
and Jose did what he could to help the soldiers.

So we ask why would the actions of St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio be considered heroic? The Merriam-
Webster dictionary defines a hero as an illustrious warrior, a person admired for achievements and noble
gualities, or one who shows great courage. Jose was known to
attend daily mass and pray the rosary everyday, even though it
was a crime and had to be done in secret. In his prayers he
would always include those that were persecuting the Catholic Name:
Church. He never showed fear as he completely trusted in God’s

will. When he was captured it was because he gave his horse to

the general leading the group of men he was with so he would

not be captured. During his imprisonment he gave words of
encouragement to the others who were with him.

Everyday Heroes

Think of one person in your life that has some heroic qualities,
such as, helping others, being kind to everyone, sharing what
they have with others. It can also be someone who stands up
for someone that might be bullied by others. When someone is
kind, shares with us, or defends us, they make a difference in
our lives by making us smile or just making us feel better. A The thing | admire most about this person:
hero is also someone who loves unconditionally. Saints’ lives are
full of little ordinary moments that made a difference in
someone else’s life.

How do | know them?:

Can you think of anyone like that in your life?
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Héroes Cotidianos
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Meta: Ayudar a los estudiantes a ver como las acciones “similares a un santo” de las personas en nuestras

vidas los hacen superhéroes, permitiéndoles defender la justicia y cuidar a quienes no pueden cuidarse a si
MisMOos.
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Materiales: Crayones, marcadores, hojas blancas de papel o papel periddico, lapices.

Instrucciones: Comparta la historia de la vida de San José Luis Sanchez del Rio con sus alumnos y cémo
sus acciones fueron heroicas, defendiendo la fe catodlica contra aguellos que guerian abolirla. Luego
comparta con ellos como las acciones de la gente comun también pueden ser heroicas en lo que hacen.
Haga que piensen en una persona en su vida a la que siempre ven ayudando a otros; puede ser un adulto o
uno de sus companeros. Pidales que dibujen y escriban algunas de las cualidades heroicas que tiene esta
persona. Puede usar la plantilla en la esquina inferior derecha para los estudiantes mientras dibujan su
retrato de héroe cotidiano.

Cuando pensamos en superhéroes, pensamos en personajes gue son valientes y luchan por la justicia. La
mayoria de nosotros conocemos a superhéroes de peliculas o cémics o dibujos animados. Sin embargo, en
nuestra fe también tenemos héroes que dedicaron sus vidas a luchar por la justicia; los santos. San José Luis
Sanchez del Rio fue uno de estos héroes. Vivid en México durante una época en que el pais estaba en
guerra, y se aprobaron leyes que hacian que la practica de la religion catdlica fuera considerada un delito. La
Guerra de los Cristeros, como se le llamo, surgio cuando un grupo de catdlicos fervientes se levantaron para
defender la fe contra el gobierno.

José aun era muy joven para unirse a la pelea porgue tenia solo 14 anos. Sin embargo, ser criado en un hogar
catdlico, permitio que su fe estuviera profundamente arraigada en él, asi como en su familia y en los de su
comunidad. Cuando vieron que los que pertenecian a la iglesia estaban siendo maltratados, estaban listos
para defenderla incluso si eso significara perder sus vidas. Los dos hermanos mayores de José se unieron al
ejercito de los Cristeros y José hizo o que pudo para ayudar a los soldados.

Entonces preguntamos épor qué las acciones de San José Luis Sanchez del Rio serian consideradas
heroicas? El diccionario Merriam-Webster define a un héroe como un guerrero ilustre, una persona admirada
por sus logros y cualidades nobles, o una que muestra gran coraje.
Se sabia que José asistia a misa todos los dias y rezaba el rosario
todos los dias, a pesar de que era un crimen y tenia que hacerse Nombre:
en secreto. En sus oraciones siempre incluia a aquellos que
perseguian a la Iglesia Catdlica. El nunca mostrd temor pues
confiaba completamente en la voluntad de Dios. Cuando fue
capturado, fue porque entregd su caballo al general que guiaba al
grupo de hombres con los que estaba, para que no lo capturaran.
Durante su encarcelamiento, dio palabras de aliento a los demas
gue estaban con él.

Héroes Cotidianos

Piensa en una persona en tu vida gue tenga algunas cualidades
heroicas, como ayudar a los demas, es amable con todos,
comparte lo que tiene con los demas. También puede ser alguien
que defiende a alguien que es acosado por otros. Cuando alguien || Lo que mas admiro de esta persona:
es amable, comparte con nosotros o nos defiende, marca una
diferencia en nuestras vidas haciéndonos sonreir o simplemente
haciéndonos sentir mejor. Un héroe es alguien que ama
incondicionalmente. Las vidas de los santos estan llenas de
pequefos momentos ordinarios que hicieron una diferencia en la
vida de otra persona.

¢Cémo lo/a conozco?:

dPuedes pensar en alguien asi en tu vida?
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Goal: To have the students reflect on how St. Jose Luis accepted the will of God and did not renounce
his faith—even when this meant accepting his death. Although we may not face the challenges that St.
Jose Luis did when it comes to living one’s faith, how can we overcome our own challenges of living out

our faith?

Material: Pen, paper, and a letter envelope.

Instructions: Share the life of St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio with the students and the letter he wrote
to his mother during his imprisonment. Discuss how the Cristero War was similar to the persecution of
the first Christians. Then ask the students to write a letter to St. Jose Luis telling him how they are

overcoming the obstacles of living their faith to the fullest.

The life of St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio can be seen as one who completely surrenders to the will of God.

It is also an example of how many Saints in our faith history
have gladly given their lives to defend their faith by always
trusting in God.

Sometimes in our lives we also encounter challenges when
living out our faith. In other parts of the world there are
people who are experiencing what St. Jose Luis and the
people of Mexico lived during the Cristero War. At that
time the government passed laws that made it unlawful for
anyone to practice the Catholic faith in public or to even
talk to others about it. Church properties were ceased and

churches were closed, often being used as stables or farms.

St. Jose Luis lived in a home where faith in God and his son
Jesus Christ was a way of life. It was so important to them
that they would fight to defend their right to live their faith
out in the open. When captured, Jose wrote a letter to his
mother, where he tells her that he is willing to accept the
will of God, comforting her and letting her know that he
loves her and would like his death to be an example for his
older brothers’; who were fighting in the war.

For us, living in the United States we do not have the same

Letter St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio wrote to his mother
on February 6, 1928.

My dear mother:

I was made a prisoner in battle today. I think I
will die soon, but I do not care, mother.
Resign yourself to the will of God. I will die
happy because I die on the side of our God.
Do not worry about my death, which would
mortify me. Tell my brothers to follow the
example that their youngest brother leaves
them, and do the will of God. Have courage
and send me your blessing along with my
father’s.

Send my regards to everyone one last time and
finally receive the heart of your son who loves
you so much and who wanted to see you
before dying.

— José Sanchez del Rio
http://www.tfp.org/saint-jose-luis-sanchez-del-rio-hero-christ-king/

obstacles that St. Jose Luis did when practicing his faith. However, that does not mean that we do not
have challenges. For example, sometimes we are more focused on having the latest and newest things
that we lose sight of the great things we already have in our lives.

Think of things that prevent you from living your faith to the fullest. Write a letter to St. Jose Luis telling
him of the challenges you are facing. Ask him to help you overcome these challenges and to live your

faith to the fullest.

After writing the letter, put them in envelopes and seal them. If you have an altar set up in the chapel or in
your classroom place a picture of St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio on it and next to it place the letters. The
students can then take the letter home and keep it. Let them know they can pray to St. Jose Luis, the
patron saint of youth, whenever they face a challenge about living out their faith.
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Carta a San José Luis Sanchez del Rio
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Meta: Hacer que los alumnos reflexionen sobre coémo San José Luis aceptd la voluntad de Dios y no
renuncio a su fe, incluso cuando esto significaba aceptar su muerte. Si bien es posible que no enfrentamos
los desafios que enfrentd San José Luis cuando se trata de vivir la fe, dcdmo podemos superar nuestros
propios desafios de vivir nuestra fe?

Materiales: Pluma, papel y una sobre para cartas.

Instrucciones: Comparta la vida de San José Luis Sanchez del Rio con los estudiantes vy la carta que
escribio a su mama durante su encarcelamiento. Discuta como la Guerra Cristera fue similar a la
persecucion de los primeros cristianos. Luego pidale a los alumnos que escriban una carta a San José Luis
diciéndole cémo estdn superando los obstaculos de vivir su fe al maximo.

La vida de San José Luis Sanchez del Rio puede verse

COMO Una persona que se entrega completamente a la Carta que San José Luis Sanchez del Rio escribio a su
voluntad de Dios. También es un ejemplo de cuantos mama el 6 de febrero del 1928.
Santos en nuestra historia de fe, han dado con gusto sus

vidas para defender su fe al confiar siempre en Dios. Mi querida madre:

Hoy fui hecho prisionero en la batalla. Creo

Algunas veces en nuestras vidas también encontramos que moriré pronto, pero no me importan,
desafios cuando vivimos nuestra fe. En otras partes del madre. Resignate a la voluntad de Dios.
mundo hay personas gue estan viviendo lo que vivid San Moriré feliz porque muero del lado de nuestro
José Luis y la gente de México durante la Guerra Cristera. Dios. No te preocupes por mi muerte, que me
En ese momento, el gobierno aprobd leyes que hacian ilegal | mortificaria. Dile a mis hermanos que sigan el
que alguien practicara la fe catdlica en publico o incluso ejemplo que su hermano menor les deja, y que
gue hablaran con otros sobre ello. Las propiedades de |a hagan la voluntad de Dios. Ten valor y

iglesia cesaron y las iglesias se cerraron, a menudo se enviame tu bendicion junto con la de mi
usaban como establos o granjas. padre.

San José Luis vivia en un hogar donde la fe en Dios vy su hijo De mis saludos a todos por ultima vez y
Jesucristo era una forma de vida. Era tan importante para finalmente reciba el corazon de su hijo que lo
ellos que lucharian para defender su derecho a vivir su fe ama tanto y que queria verla antes de morir.
abiertamente. Cuando lo capturaron, José le escribié una — Jose Sanchez del Rio

carta a su mama donde le dice que esta dispuesto a aceptar ) ) o ) )
la voluntad de Dios, la consuela v le deja saber que la ama y | (e éiﬁ;{eﬁfxg) hitp:// v tip.org/saint-jose-luis-sanchez-del-rio-
gue le gustaria que su muerte fuera un ejemplo para sus
hermanos mayores; que también estaban luchando en la guerra.

Para nosotros, viviendo en los Estados Unidos, no tenemos los mismos obstaculos que hizo San José Luis
al practicar su fe. Sin embargo, eso no significa que no tengamos desafios. Por ejemplo, a veces estamos
mas enfocados en tener las cosas mas nuevas y mas recientes que perdemos de vista de las cosas
grandes que ya tenemos en nuestras vidas.

Piensa en cosas que te impiden vivir tu fe al maximo. Escribe una carta a San José Luis y cuéntale los
desafios que estads enfrentando. Pidale que te ayude a superar estos desafios vy a vivir tu fe al maximo.

Después de escribir la carta, ponlos en sobres vy séllalos. Si tiene un altar instalado en la capilla o en su
salon de clase, cologue una foto de San José Luis Sanchez del Rio y al lado de ella cologue las cartas. Los
estudiantes pueden llevarse la carta a casa y guardarla. Hadgales saber que pueden orar a San José Luis, el
santo patron de la juventud, siempre gue se enfrenten a un desafio para vivir su fe.
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hoe or sock drive

l Grades: 6th-8th I

Goal: For the students to take the initiative to help others. After reading and reflecting on the life of
St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio, who chose to stand up to others and not renounce his faith, the students
can help others know of the love of Jesus Christ by extending a helping hand.
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Material: Contact a local organization or shelter and ask if you can donate shoes or socks for those
they help.

Instructions: Students can help organize a shoe drive or a sock drive for shelters in the community.
Ask them to take the initiative in advertising, sorting and looking for a place to take the donations.

The life of St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio was short lived but full of love for Jesus Christ. He was only
fourteen when the Cristeros War broke out in Mexico. The government was trying to outlaw the practice
of the Catholic faith and wanted to stop anyone who practiced the faith and to renounce it publicly. First,
they passed laws that made it unlawful for anyone to practice the faith in public, or to even speak to
others about their faith. Churches were closed down and properties owned by the church were seized.
They even forbade priests and other religious to wear their habits.

Jose’s family was a fervent Catholic family, who did not see their faith as an optional thing they could just
give up, but rather it was a way of life that needed to be defended. The thought of turning their backs to
God and to renounce their faith was not an option. The response of the Catholic community living in
Mexico at the time was to stand up against those who wanted them to renounce their religion. Jose
joined the army, not as a soldier, but as a flagbearer. for he was not old enough to fight. He would attend
mass daily and pray the rosary with the rest of the soldiers everyday. In his prayers he would always ask
God for those who were persecuting them and for those fighting for the cause. St. Jose Luis was
captured during a battle when he saw that the general’s horse had been injured and offered his horse to
him. Telling the general that he was much more important to the cause and that he would cover his
escape. St. Jose Luis fought off those persecuting them until he ran out of ammunition. He was captured
and taken to a nearby sacristy where he was imprisoned. He was tortured and the bottom of his feet were
skinned. Then he was made to walk barefoot to the cemetery where he was shot and killed. St. Jose Luis
could have stopped the torture he endured by denouncing God and his faith, however, his trust in God
was bigger than the fear they tried to instill in him.

When St. Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio gave his life for the Catholic faith he was not thinking of himself but
of all those who would not know of Jesus Christ and His love for us. We too can help others know of the
love Jesus Christ had for us when he died on the cross for us. Help organize a shoe or sock drive and
donate what you collect to a shelter in the community that helps out the homeless. Or an organization
that helps out veterans who are homeless.

As St. Jose Luis suffered his last moments by walking barefoot, let us think of all those who live in our city
who are walking without shoes. With Thanksgiving and Christmas approaching we are reminded of the
suffering of others and our need to help them. With the weather changing and getting colder we should
keep in mind the many homeless in the city who walk around without shoes. Many times the only means
of transportation for homeless is walking and having a good pair of shoes makes all the difference. Doing
a lot of walking also requires a good pair of socks. This can also be something that can be done in
conjunction with a shoe drive.
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Meta: Para que los alumnos tomen la iniciativa de ayudar a los demas. Después de leer vy reflexionar
sobre la vida de San José Luis Sadnchez del Rio, quien optd por hacer frente a los demas y no renunciar a
su fe, los estudiantes pueden ayudar a otros a conocer el amor de Jesucristo extendiendo una mano de
ayuda.

les

ange

Materiales: Pongase en contacto con una organizacioén local o hogar de refugio vy pregunte si puede
donar zapatos o calcetines para las personas gue ayudan.

Instrucciones: Los estudiantes pueden ayudar a organizar una colecta de zapatos o un calcetin para
refugios en la comunidad. Pidales que tomen la iniciativa de publicitar, clasificar y buscar un lugar para lle-
var las donaciones.

La vida de San José Luis Sadnchez del Rio fue corta pero llena de amor por Jesucristo. Tenia solo catorce
afos cuando estalld la guerra de los cristeros en México. El gobierno estaba tratando de prohibir la
practica de la fe catodlica y queria detener a cualquiera que practicara la fe y renunciar a ella
pUblicamente. Primero, aprobaron leyes gue hacian ilegal que cualguiera practicara la fe en publico o
incluso gue hablaran con otros sobre su fe. Las iglesias fueron cerradas vy las propiedades de la iglesia
fueron incautadas. Incluso prohibieron a los sacerdotes y otros religiosos llevar sus habitos.

La familia de José era una ferviente familia catolica, que no veia su fe como algo opcional a lo que solo
podian renunciar, sino que era una forma de vida que necesitaba ser defendida. La idea de dar la espalda
a Dios y renunciar a su fe no era una opcion. La respuesta de la comunidad catdlica que vivia en México
en ese momento fue defenderse de aguellos gque guerian que renunciaran a su religion. José se unio al
ejército, no como soldado, sino como portador de bandera, porgue no tenia la edad suficiente para
luchar. Asistia a misa todos los dias y rezaba el rosario con el resto de los soldados todos los dias. En sus
oraciones, siempre pedia a Dios por aquellos que los perseguian y por aquellos que luchaban por la causa.
San José Luis fue capturado durante una batalla cuando vio que el caballo del general habia sido herido vy
le ofrecid su caballo. Diciéndole al general que era mucho mas importante para la causa y que cubriria su
escape. San José Luis luchd contra aquellos que los perseguian hasta que se quedo sin municiones. Fue
capturado vy llevado a una sacristia cercana donde fue encarcelado. Fue torturado y la parte inferior de
sus pies fueron desollados. Luego lo obligaron a caminar descalzo hasta el cementerio donde le
dispararon y lo mataron. San José Luis pudo haber detenido la tortura que soportd al denunciar a Dios v
su fe; sin embargo, su confianza en Dios fue mayor que el temor gque intentaron inculcar en él.

Cuando San José Luis Sanchez del Rio dio su vida por la fe catdlica, no estaba pensando en si mismo sino
en todos aquellos que no sabrian de Jesucristo y de su amor por nosotros. También podemos ayudar a
otros a conocer el amor que Jesucristo tuvo cuando murid en la cruz por nosotros. Ayude a organizar una
colecta de zapatos o calcetines y done lo que recolecta a un refugio en la comunidad que ayuda a las
personas sin hogar. O una organizacion que ayuda a los veteranos sin hogar.

Mientras, San José Luis sufrid sus ultimos momentos caminando descalzo, pensemos en todos los que
viven en nuestra ciudad que caminan sin zapatos. El Dia de Accion de Gracias y la Navidad se acerca,
recordemos el sufrimiento de los demas y nuestra necesidad de ayudarlos. Con el cambio del climay a
mediado gque se hace mas frio, debemos tener en cuenta las muchas personas sin hogar en la ciudad que
caminan sin zapatos. Muchas veces, el Unico medio de transporte para personas sin hogar es caminar y
tener un buen par de zapatos hace toda la diferencia. Caminar mucho también requiere un buen par de
calcetines. Esto también puede ser algo que se puede hacer en conjunto con una colecta de zapatos.
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San José Luis Sanchez del Rio
(1913-1928) )
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No dejes que te critiquen por ser joven. Trata de ser el
modelo de los creyentes por tu manera de hablar, tu
conducta, tu caridad, tu fe y tu vida irreprochable (7
Timoteo 4:12). San José Luis Sanchez del Rio, canonizado el
16 de octubre de 2016, era joven y murié como martir a los
14 anos. Era un poderoso ejemplo de valentia juvenil y de fe.

José nacid el 28 de marzo de 1913 en Sahuayo, Michoacan,
México. Fue el tercero de cuatro hijos. José amaba su fe y

crecio con una fuerte devocion a Nuestra Sefora de
Guadalupe. Cuando José tenia doce anos, comenzaron las
guerras cristeras en México. Durante este periodo en la
historia, el gobierno mexicano intento extinguir la influencia
de la Iglesia Catdlica mediante la incautacion de
propiedades, el cierre de escuelas y conventos religiosos vy
la ejecucion de sacerdotes catdlicos. En defensa de la
Iglesia, los campesinos de muchos paises centrales y
occidentales declarados en México se rebelaron contra el
gobierno.

Queriendo defender la fe y los derechos de los catolicos,
siguio los pasos de sus dos hermanos mayores vy le pidid permiso a su madre para unirse a los
Cristeros. Aungue era demasiado joven para unirse a la rebelion, José desesperadamente queria
ser un Cristero y defender su fe. Le rogo a su madre diciéndole: “Mama, asi gue no me dejes
perder la oportunidad de ganar el Cielo tan facilmente y tan pronto.” De hecho, se le permitio
unirse al esfuerzo como portador de la bandera.

El 5 de febrero de 1928, José fue capturado durante una batalla y encarcelado en la sacristia de
una iglesia. Para aterrorizarlo, los soldados lo obligaron a observar el ahorcamiento de uno de los
otros Cristeros capturados. Pero José animo al hombre vy le dijo: “Estaras en el cielo antes que yo.
Prepara un lugar para mi. Dile a Cristo Rey que pronto estaré con el.” En la carcel, rezo el Rosario
y canto canciones de fe. Escribido una Hermosa carta a su madre diciéndole que estaba resignado
a hacer la voluntad de Dios. El padre de José intento rescatar a su hijo, pero no pudo recaudar el
dinero a tiempo.

Le pidieron gue negara su fe y la causa cristera. José se negd, vy fue torturado terriblemente.
Negarse a renunciar a su fe enojo tanto a los soldados del gobierno que le cortaron la parte
inferior de los pies. Cuando José se vio obligado a caminar por la ciudad hasta el cementerio, a
veces los soldados lo detenian y le decian, “Si gritas: ‘Muerte a Cristo Rey’, te perdonaremos la
vida.” Pero él respondio: “Nunca me rendiré. iViva Cristo Rey! iLarga vida a Nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe!!”

Una vez gue llego al cementerio, a José le preguntaron una vez mas si negaria su fe. El nifo de 14
anos grito: “iViva Cristo Rey!” y recibid un disparo.

La fiesta de San José se celebra el 10 de febrero. Oren por su intercesion en nombre de todos los
cristianos perseguidos, nifos y personas de Sahuayo, Michoacan, México.
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(1913-1928)
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Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in
speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an
example of those who believe (7T Timothy 4:12). Saint José
Luis Sanchez del Rio, canonized on October 16, 2016, was
young and died as martyr at age 14. He was a powerful
example of youth bravery, and faith.

José was born on March 28, 1913 in Sahuayo, Michocan,
México. He was the third of four children. José loved his

faith and grew up with a strong devotion to Our Lady of
Guadalupe. When Jose was twelve years old, the Cristero
Wars began in Mexico. During this period in history the
Mexican government attempted to extinguish the

|| influence of the Catholic Church by seizing property,

| closing religious schools and convents, and executing
Catholic priest. In defense of he Church, the peasants of
many of the central and western stated in Mexico rebelled
against the government.

Wanting to defend the faith and rights of Catholics, he
followed in the footsteps of his two older brothers and
asked his mother for permission to join the Cristeros. Even though he was too young to join the
rebellion, José desperately wanted to be a Cristero and stand up for his faith. He begged his
mother saying, “Mama, so not let me lose the opportunity to gain Heaven so easily and so soon.”
He was actually allowed to join the effort as a flag bearer.

On February 5, 1928 José was captured during a battle and imprisoned in the church sacristy. In
order to terrorized him, soldiers made him watch the hanging of one of the other captured
Cristeros. But José encouraged the man, saying, “You will be in Heaven before me. Prepare a
place for me. Tell Christ the King | shall be with him soon”. In prison, he prayed the Rosary and
sang songs of faith. He wrote a beautiful letter to his mother telling her that he was resigned to
do God’s will. José’s father attempted to ransom his son, but was unable to raise the money in
time.

He was asked to deny his faith and the Cristero cause. José refused and was tortured terribly.
Refusing to renounce his faith angered the government soldiers so much that they cut off the
bottom of his feet. As José was forced to walk through town to the cemetery, at times the
soldiers stopped him and said, “If you shout, “death to Christ the King’, we will spare your life”.
But he answered: “I will never give in. Long Live Christ the King! Long live Our Lady of
Guadalupe!l”

Once he arrived at the cemetery, José was asked once more if he would deny his faith. The 14
year old shouted out: “Long live Christ the King!”, and was shot.

The feast day of Saint José is celebrated on February 10. Pray for his intercession on behalf of all
persecuted Christians, children, and the people of Sahuayo, Michoacdn, México.
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